UNDETERRED

Doctors in hollcata defy court order, prolest for safely

Fanjay Kumar law Delh

Junior doctors In the eastern
[ndian state of West Bengal defied
a Supremse Court obder requiring
them 10 retoum to work on Tuesday,
as they vowed to continue a weeks-
long strike for workplsce safety
[ollowing the gruesome munder
of a lemale doctor. The 3l-vear-
ofd trminee doctor was raped amwd
muurdered inearty Ausust inside the
state-mun BG Kar Medical College
and Hosplial In West Bengals
capital, Kelkata, where she woarked,

A police vodunteer also working
at the hospital has been charged
with the murder and arrested,

but the case has since triggered
dally demonstrations by medics
calling for greater protection and
workplace safety

Cm Monday, the Supreme Court,
which took up the matter in the

dunlar doctors
A heobd placards
% and shout
slogans duwring
a pratast over
the rape and
murder of

a madic, In

¥ Kolkata, on
gl Sept 2.

FlissAFF

wake of npationwide outrage
cver the incident, orclered the

prole=iing doclors (o refum o

work by 5 pm. the next day ancd
b states authortibes (o enesure the

siffely and s=ecunty ol doclors In

hospitals. The West Bengal Junior
Dociors” Frond, which represents
about 7000 physicians m the state,
said it would followw the court's
oder emly If thelr safety demands
wiere et by the state,

“The Supreme Court has sakd that
the state can take action after S pum.,
il they want fo0 Al the same time,
the Supremse Courl has abso asked
the state to increase the security
measres which has not been done
at all” Dr. Anustup Pal, the associa-
o’ member, okl Arab News,
as protesters gathered i front of
the state’s health department o
demanid the resignation of its key
beaclership,



